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Nina Takahashi - Southridge High School

Nina Takahashi participates in Dance/Drill as a member of the Southridge Hawkettes. As a
three-year varsity member of the team, Nina has emerged as a leader on her team and in the
larger school community. She was instrumental in the re-founding of the Asian & Pacific
Islander Student Union (APISU) at Southridge, serving as President. The APISU has provided
an outlet for Asian-American students, which has proven especially important after the rise
of anti-Asian violence that coincided with Covid-19. She also served as a panel presenter this
year at the Community-Wide Conversations Around Race that her school hosts annually.
Nina participates in Student Government, as well. One school administrator describes Nina
as “a team player, hard worker, and an individual that has a great understanding of the true
values that lead to success while knowing the benefits from being engaged in her
community.”

Tate Reese - Sunset High School

Tate Reese is a multi-sport athlete at Sunset, earning two varsity letters in Basketball and
three in Tennis. He was voted in by his basketball teammates as captain for the 2021
season. Tate is also a member of the National Honor Society. His greatest impact, however,
is felt as a peer buddy for students with developmental disabilities, which he began doing in
middle school and continued through his senior year. He was able to combine his desire to
help others and passion for basketball by volunteering for the Beaverton Hoop Stars. As
many as 40 kids participate in a practice, all of whom have their own specific challenges and
skill levels. Tate designed drills and activities that everyone could do, teaching how to
dribble, pass, and shoot. Along the way, his goal was to demonstrate what it means to be a
good sport and good teammate. Tate will attend Santa Clara University.
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